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At 7:35 p.m. I met Fomin in the Statler Hotel 
Lobby as per his suggestion. At his suggestion, -we 
went to the Coffee Shop in the Hotel to talk. I 
told him, "I have reason to believe that the United 
States Government sees real possibilities in this and 
supposes tnat the representatives of the USSR and 
the United States in. New York can work this matter 
out with U Thant and with each other. I told him 
it was my definite Impression that time was very urgent 
and that time was very short. I reiterated it was my 

« 

impression that time was exceedingly short. 

MS- listened attentively and then asked whether my 
information came from high sources . I told him the 
information came from the highest sources in the 
United States Government. Ke asked a second time if 
I were absolutely sure it came from the highest 
sources. I reiterated this a -second time. He then 
said that if the information did not come from the 
highest sources and he reported it, he could be made 
to look like a foci at a very critical 'time. I re- 
plied that I would be the most irresponsible man in the 
world if I lied about something as important as this at 
this very critical time. He then seemed assured that Z 
was telling the truth. At this point he said he wanted 
to be sure that both knew the arrangements we were dis- 
cussing. I then told him my understanding: 
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v.-.at the offensive Cuban fissile si;es -..-culd be 

bis-antlsa unSer United Naticns"?supervi = ion, that Castro 

v;culc publicly pledge never tcTr'ecelve offensive :;eancre 

a^air., that the Soviet Union wculi' also -revise r.ct co 

snip the- a^ain, and that in re -urn the United 2ta;r3 

vrould publi:ly premise not to invade Cuca.'-< ?.e avrssd 

•• ■'■■ v ^' tf - • y 
that *;::is v/as cre-ci'ssiy v/hat :V «*^>Vi -*--' --*.-; ■, ~-w _ 

:?cir.t, Fcmin asked v/hether 'X J^&wiit would "/ce possible 

to have the United nations inspectors also /check ths 

,-jr.erican military bases in Florida to r.ahs 4ure «■>*<• 

there :/culd be no invasion of .Cuba. He also ashed 

whether it *.-;ould be possible toxins pest surrounding ' 

Caribbean countries. ' I replied'. I' did r.ct &ov; becav.se 

-.■-.= v/as a oc-p^etely nev/. sler.ent v/hi ch he ■•':•. -as ir ;— •:<•.-.-.-. 

• ,*■ ^ * *• A -*■* «.«v -• — i. ^ », „ • • _ , « * , »^' 

•re cefcre, but, he mentioned, ; 'lta-.a layman ar.d a snail 
fry and I a~ -v.st £siirj S . ,; -f '' f 

X replied I ccu ^ 6s:1 .. 6 j. swer;as , r ^ cr - sr 3in=e 

— ■s*-^-,, - Sc.u; ;:,&: ;/.;.3 ';:v,la raise- 3, terrlcli 
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information came from high sources. I told him the 
information came from the highest sources in the 
United States Government. Ke asked a second time if 
I were absolutely sure it came from the highest 
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v.-oul-d pu'olicl;- pledge never to j'receive offensive //canons 
again, that the Soviet Union v/cu.i' also -rc-ise not so 
ship then: s$;ain, and that in return the United Sta;=s 


v:ou_s puoli:-- premise not to invade Cuca.< He avr=sd 
that -this v/as precisely^hath^&d -en^ioneci. At -his 
point, Fcr.in asked whether 'I kr.e^i'it would ce cos s "ale 
to have the United Nations inspectors also'chesi' t:** 
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there would ce no invasion of .cS'Va. He also ashed 
'..'he the r it would be possible to-'finspeot surrounding ' 
Caribbean countries. ; 1 replied;.!' did not &ow becav.se 


v»c- *./ _ £ 


.: -<a 




.0 C .T; g .". viC .". £ C, 








i c».« - ^ ~ ^ 




- «„. ..Cv . 4ft .» an,,- o.:icia> inrcrnation. Is -./i.s :,r v - 

n:.3 -..'cv.ld raise a terribls 

* "* ** ** "* * • ^» ••-..«• •■* * ^» • • - «^ «• — -» . . w •• » *i 






/ ; \ « 4 c a c s I" 1 - e -*. 


j^ 


■X. 


•*• 


■V:*"-'" ■' 








I 


rv # 




AT ■ 


M£_ 


, C'*r- 


V w v /% V 


•v-a^ w..-:*-. 


TRANSCRIBED PAGE FOLLOWS 


-2- 


That the offensive Cuban missile sites would be 
dismantled under United Nations supervision, that Castro 
would publicly pledge never to receive offensive weapons 
again, that the Soviet Union would also promise not to 
ship them again, and that in return the United States 
would publicly promise not to invade Cuba. He agreed 
that this was precisely what he had mentioned. At this 
point, Fomin asked whether I knew it would be possible 
to have the United Nations inspectors also check the 
American military bases in Florida to make sure that 
there would be no invasion of Cuba. He also asked 
whether it would be possible to inspect surrounding 
Caribbean countries. I replied I did not know because 
this was a completely new element which he was introducing 
for the first time. He agreed that he had not mentioned 
it before, but, he mentioned, I son a layman and a small 
fry and I am just asking. 

I replied I could only answer as a reporter since 
I did not have any official information. It was my 
impression, I said, that this would raise a terrible 
complication because there are no American offensive 
missiles pointed at Cuba as there are in Cuba so that 
the situations were different. Furthermore, I pointed out 
that once the 
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missile bases in Cuba were dismantled and that Cuba 
pledged never to receive their, again, the need for the • 
mobilisation of American Forces in Florida would not 
exist, so presumably these forces would return to their 
posts and the situation in Florida would revert to 
normal . 

But, I said, to ask the President to agree to 
allov; foreign inspectors in Florida at this time would 
put him in a difficult position at home, because many 
right wingers in the United States were demanding that 
Cuba be invaded at all costs and that they wtfuld 
interpret this that the President was going "soft." 

Fomin then asked how the Soviets could be sure 
that the coast of FJrorida and the nearby Caribbean 
countries would not "be used as the jumping off point 
for a future invasion. I said on this that he would 
have to rely on the word of the United States Govern- 
Kant, that it did not intend to invade Cuba itself and 
that it did not intend to allow Cuban refugees to use 
American soil for such attacks. 

I repeated again that, any effort to insist inspectors 
check the African mobilisation in Florida or Caribbean 
countries would raise a terrible complication at a 
period when time ..as of the essence in settling the 
Cuban orcbiem. 


'. * • '■** * 


» » • .^-v r $- t .U;» . w v 

V If ##• - >". ••'•>' • » w 


- - -J - ;* * 

w • w , w 
* w4L «f * 







He then 'told me that he'roculdassure me that this 
information v;ould be co::municated? immsiiats-1;/- tc the 
highest Soviet sources and simullanesusl;' to :•::* Zcrin 
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quickly he did not waitvfor hisfchanje at the cashier's 
cage. As .?;e said Goodbye in ";;ti(felcVo:- he said he sight 
be in touch with ire again and ^t£at he had Soth ~:j office 
and heme telephone num'oer. l;%old him I would oe'gl&d 
to talk with him at anytime.: r^,' 




I set the impression that ;>&- new element chat he 




raised was something that he:was^>r;'in^ cuV : f or size en 
me. Vfr.er. I toi<i/r^s;of|the^d^|ff:feni o'ther repercussicr.s 
which would make •acoeptance-;eiftr.eme:';- ur.lifel- he raised 
no objection. ,r ^e ^^tH^ft^AA>''**«*.;V^/- r * or v2;# «.,*..- ' 
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He then told me that he could assure me that this 
information would be communicated immediately to the 
highest Soviet sources and simultaneously to Mr. Zorin. 
He reiterated this a second time. He then said he wanted 
to get right back to the Embassy and left with me so 
quickly he did not wait for his change at the cashier's 
cage. As we said goodbye in the lobby he said he might 
be in touch with me again and that he had both my office 
and home telephone number, I told him I would be glad 
to talk with him at any time. 

I got the impression that the new element that he 
raised was something that he was trying out for size on 
me. When I told him of the domestic and other repercussions 
which would make acceptance extremely unlikely he raised 
no objection. The entire meeting took 20 minutes. 


